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Under Pressure: Cleaning Archaeological Head Conservator
Artifacts with Precision and Care

Cleaning is one of the most impactful steps in archaeological conservation. The burial environment is a complex
system of physical, biological, and chemical forces, and over time these forces obscure the original surfaces of the
objects. Removing that obscuring layer is not only cosmetic, it is an act of discovery and can be an essential compo-
nent of an artifact’s preservation. The original surface of an artifact holds information about its age, its use, the social
context in which it was made and owned, and the techniques by which it was manufactured. Cleaning, done well,
makes that information legible again.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.




